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Respected throughout the community for his 

commitment to public service, Mr. Sallet is 
leaving the School Committee after 14 years 
of dedicated service, including serving as 
Chairman for six years. Sallet was instru-
mental in leading the schools out of significant 
financial difficulties in 2006–2007 and was a 
prime mover in establishing the Ayer Tri- 
Board, a joint committee of Selectmen, School 
and Finance Committees, which works coop-
eratively to develop budgets and resolve finan-
cial issues for the town. Mr. Sallet’s words are 
respected as the voice of reason at Ayer 
Town Meetings. 

Mr. Sallet has also represented the commu-
nity as a member of Devens Education Advi-
sory Committee (DEAC) and on the finance 
subcommittee for the Devens Disposition Ex-
ecutive Board. Mr. Sallet has also been active 
in Ayer youth baseball, soccer and basketball 
programs. 

Mr. Sallet and his wife Julie have lived in 
Ayer since 1994 with their three children, Con-
nor, Patrick and Molly. 

I thank Mr. Sallet for his commitment to our 
community and congratulate him on his many 
years of service to the Town of Ayer and its 
children. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
CHRIS FAIRCHILD FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Chris Fairchild showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Chris Fairchild was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Chris Fairchild always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Chris Fairchild on win-
ning the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008–2009 basketball 
season. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF JUSTICE ALMA 
L. LÓPEZ 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Chief Justice Alma L. López, a 
public servant who has dedicated her profes-
sional and personal life to empowering His-
panics in the spheres of law, education and 
politics. Justice López has been a passionate 
advocate, a dedicated jurist and kind friend to 
the San Antonio community. 

Born in Laredo, Texas, she moved to San 
Antonio, Texas, where she was raised and 
educated. Justice López began her higher 
education at San Antonio College and then 

went on to graduate from St. Mary’s University 
with a B.B.A. and from St. Mary’s Law School 
with a J.D. She practiced law for 25 years, 
twenty of those as a solo practitioner prior to 
being appointed to the court. She credits her 
choice of the law as a career to her maternal 
grandmother, who noticed that even at the 
age of five she had the skills of a mediator 
and negotiator. 

Justice López made history when she be-
came the first Hispanic woman to serve on the 
Fourth Court of Appeals. She has been a true 
leader becoming the first Hispanic woman to 
serve as Chief Justice in the State of Texas, 
as well as the first Hispanic woman to serve 
as a Chief Justice in the United States. 

Justice López has been a strong advocate 
for the Hispanic community serving on a num-
ber of local, state, and national boards of di-
rectors. She is committed to being a role 
model not just for Hispanic women, but for the 
entire community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Chief Justice Alma López as 
we celebrate and honor her career and out-
standing contributions to the community. Her 
dedication to justice and the City of San Anto-
nio are remarkable and I wish her continued 
success in all her future endeavors. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PRE-
SERVING THE AMERICAN HIS-
TORICAL RECORD (PAHR) ACT 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
as a proud cosponsor of the Preserving the 
American Historical Record (PAHR) Act. I ap-
preciate the work my friend, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HINCHEY), has done to de-
velop this important legislation, which would 
greatly enhance efforts to preserve and dis-
seminate our Nation’s rich historical records. 

Americans have long recognized the impor-
tance of preserving history through the support 
of such institutions as the Library of Congress, 
National Archives, and the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. However, efforts to preserve records held 
by State and local historical societies, ar-
chives, and libraries are currently hindered 
due to a lack of resources necessary to en-
sure adequate preservation. 

The PAHR Act, which I also cosponsored 
during the 110th Congress (H.R. 6056), would 
authorize $50 million annually for grants to 
States, local governments, and other entities 
to preserve these important records. In addi-
tion to preservation assistance, the PAHR Act 
will enhance safe access to those records for 
public use. Of note, the Act could result in the 
expanded use of a wide variety of access 
tools, including archival finding aids, documen-
tary editions, indexes and images of key 
records online. 

This measure will also support initiatives to 
use records in ways that highlight the impor-
tance of state, territorial, and community his-
tory. For instance, in New York’s 23rd Con-
gressional District, which I am proud to rep-
resent, there are some 300 non-profit organi-
zations and more than 650 local governments 
that hold numerous records documenting both 
the people and history of central and northern 

New York. A few examples of these records 
include: 

The Adirondack Museum Library has the 
largest collection documenting that unique re-
gion, with records ranging from architectural 
drawings of ‘‘Great Camps,’’ catalogs for J.H. 
Rushton canoes, early maps of the Adiron-
dack Park, and recordings of Adirondack folk 
musicians. 

The Essex County Historical Society holds 
records from Republic Steel that document not 
only the mining industry but the employment 
of hundreds of miners from Peru who lived 
and worked in Port Henry, New York in the 
1920s. 

The Lewis County Historical Society is 
home to the papers of Dr. Franklin Hough, the 
father of American forestry. 

The Sackets Harbor Battlefield Historic Site 
Library houses manuscripts, documents, 
maps, archeological reports, and records re-
lated to the Sackets Harbor Battlefield, the 
War of 1812, and the Sackets Harbor Naval 
Station. 

St. Lawrence University retains manuscripts 
which document the economic, social, political, 
religious, and cultural activities of Adirondack 
communities; environmental issues; the Lake 
Placid Winter Olympics; and the development 
of the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

These are just a few citations outlining the 
wealth of historical records that could benefit 
through the enactment of the PAHR. Many 
other worthy examples exist throughout the 
nation. Accordingly, I look forward to working 
with the gentleman from New York to enact 
this legislation and thereby preserve additional 
aspects of America’s rich history. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately I missed recorded 
votes on the House floor on Monday, April 27, 
2009. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 207 (Motion to sus-
pend the rules and Agree to H. Res. 329), 
‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote No. 208 (Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H.R. 1746), and 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 209 (Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 335). 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
WESTEN HALE FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Westen Hale showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Westen Hale was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Westen Hale always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
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